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One of the major difficulties in life is the problem of reading people.
People who have the gift of reading people have a much easier time in
life than those people who cannot. One of the major reasons why some
students do very well in school without seeming to have to work hard is
because they know how to read their teachers, while one of the reasons
that some students, even though they work very hard, hardly pass is because
they do not know how to read their tea;her. Students who figure out what
their teachers want and then give it to them do much better than students
who only concentrate on the subject matter. Students who do not know
how to figure out what their teacher considers important and what he does
not do not adequately prepare those topics which the teacher wants them

to know in depth, and so when they take a test they hardly pass.

The same applies throughout life. It is very important that a person
learn how to read others. If you can psyche out what a person wants,
what a person really means when he says things, then you will have a much
easier time in life. You will have an easier time in life because you
will not be fooled most of the time by what people say. You will know
what they really mean. People give all sorts of clues as to what they
really mean when they talk. People speak not only with words but also
with body language, intonations, and gestures, and even the choice of
their vocabulary gives important clues as to what they really mean. It
is true that some people intuitively can read people while others have

a very difficult time reading other people. People who cannot read others
either take everything they hear at face value or they become completely
befuddled by another person's responses to their own seemingly innocent
remarks or gestures. They also are easy prey to false impressions. So

-often they are misled by false impressions. They.will misunderstand when
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other people will praise them effusively or when other people will condemn
vicious, terrible acts directed against them. They will, based upon this
praise or condemnation, feel that these other people are willing to lend

a hand, but in many instances this excessive praise or excessive expression
of concern is nothing more than a coverup for these other people's inaction.

They do not want to get involved and they never wanted to get involved.

S s
All they wanted to do wes stay out of the s-z-e‘:;l-mn

It is very important that we all learn how to read others. So many traged%es
in this world have occurred because people have misread the intentions

and actions of others. How many girls have been misled as to a boy's
intentions by his compliments and smile. He had one thing in mind; she
had another. How many nations have been deceived by other nations whose
words and offers of brotherly support were only used to cover up a planned
vicious attack. How many rebellions against tyranny and oppression have
been started by people who thought the democratic countries would come

to their aid only to learn to their horror that these countries had no
intention of doing anything, and how many family disputes have occurred
because in-laws or children thought they were going to be taken into the
business or that the property was going to be divided a certain way when

in reality nothing of the sort was intended.

It is important that each of us look beneath the words, that each of us
pPut our impressions into context. When we go to a ballgame and wiam=we
hear the crowd yell, "Kill the umpire", or when we go to a football game
and hear the crowd yell, “Give him the axe, the axe", we could think,
especially if we are from a foreign culture, that the umpire's life is

at stake or that the opposing‘té;m was about -to be hacked to death. We
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all know that nothing of the sort was meant. On the other hand, many
times when people come to America they are overwhelmed by what they feel
are friendly responses, especially when people say, "Why don't you come
over to my house", etc. only to be terribly disappointed. They do not
realize that none of this American friendliness is ever really meant.

It is important to know with whom we are dealing and in what context we

are dealing in order to determine what is really meant and what is not

meant .

This whole tragedy of the Kurds and Shiites in Iraq lays heavily on the
conscience of America. From our President's statements it seemed obvious
to them that we were going to help them. Maybe we were but Turkey, Saudia
Arabia, and Syria did not want us to. In America effusive comments of
solidarity with the oppressed have many times turned out to be nothing
more than hyperbole. Our inaction during the revolts in eastern Europe

in the 1950's and 1960's are a Léstimony to this.

In the Torah portion Naso we have illustrated this concern for being able
to read people, this concern for being able to understand institutions
and concepts in context. We always read the portion Naso around Shavuos.
Shavuos is the holiday upon which we received the Torah. There are no
major ceremonies connected with the holiday of Shavuos, probably because
we have to learn that there is no substitute fo;L%orah, thagk;;tah can
only be appreciated if it is studied and understood. Participation in
elaborate ceremonies which would somehow reenact the giving of the Torah

would falsify the Torah. Shavuos in our tradition is not known as the

time when the Torah was given but is known in Jewish tradition as the
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time of the giving of the Torah, present tense, not past tense. Each
of us must look into the Torah and understand what it says every day.
Facile interpretations, which on the surface seem plausible, turn out

upon reading the Torah carefully to be not only inaccurate but also foolish.

Several illustrations come to the fore from the Torah portion Naso.

In this Torah portion we learn how a person could become a Nazerite by
vowing to abstain from wine, to not cut his hair, and to not come into
contact with a dead body. At first glance we would think that the institution
of the Nazeriteship, which was open to both men and women, was a glorious
institution which the rabbis would seek to enhance. However, on careful
reading of the text we learn that after the completion of the period of
Nazeriteship, the Nazerite had to bring, among other sacrifices, a sin
offering. The rabbis ask, why did the Nazerite have to bring a sin offering,
and the answer given is because he denied himself some of the pleasures

of the world which he could have enjoyed, and this the rabbis say was

a sin. If because of a tendency for drunkenness or lewdness or vanity

he took upon himself this Nazeriteship to cure a blemish in his character,

it was allowed but generally a person should not prohibit to himself those

things which the Torah permits. More is not always better in religion.

Religion is a lot like chemistry or cooking. It seeks to combine many
desperate elements into a harmonious whole. It seeks to harmonize our
conflicting needs and desires. Putting in too much salt or too much sugar

. o wuntl .
in a recipe will ruin it, not make it better.

Immediately after we learn about the Nazerites we learn about the priestly
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blessing. We might think that the blessing for peace and harmony would

be the first blessing, but actually it is the last blessing because it

is the crown of all other blessings. Unrestrained wealth is a curse as
well as unrestrained power. The Torah wants us to create individuals

and societies who work together in such a way that all our conflicting
desires and goals are in harmony one with another. That is why the rabbis
interpret the word for heaven, Shamayeem in Hebrew, as water and fire

working together in harmony. Opposites, when they work together and complement

each other, can produce heaven on earth.

The same can be said about the different offerings that were brought by

the princes on the days the Tabernacle was consecrated. At first glance
these offerings seem identical and they are, but the point is that in

order for these princes to bring these identical offerings they had to

mold and shape their characters in different ways so that they could achieve
the inner harmony and integrity which these offerings represented. We

do not all start from the same place in life. In order to mold and shape
our characters into the kind, caring, compassionage people the Torah demands
before our offerings can be accepted we have to do a lot of work. We

must learn how to harmonize our violent and passive instincts. We must
learn how to balance our ambition with concern for others, etc. Just

concern for others without our having any ambition is wrong, too.

We also learn in this Torah portion about maintaining family life. The
ritual of the bitter waters, which the suspected unfaithful wife had to
undergo in Temple times, was not meant to cause pain because, after all,
divorce was always an option. It was meant to reconcile husband and wife

so that they could continue to live together in harmony. If the man had
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been unfaithful the whole process would not work. The purpose of much

of this Torah portion is meant to give clear signals as to what types

of relationships and attitudes Judaism values. People who send false

signals, people who pretend to be something they are not destroy the very

harmony of the world. Many times they alibi and say, "Well, I didn't

do anything. I didn't tell him to do it. All I did was mention certain

possibilities." But these false signals or false impressions wreak havoc

with relationships and the harmony of the world. We all have to learn

that what we say or do not say means something. We all have to know to

whom we are talking when we address remarks or body language. We all

have to be aware that there are cultural differences. We must never give
At

false signals or false impressions. We may think it is cute or that since

we are not legally culpable it is all right. It is not. False impressions

lead to violence and hatred. The Torah wants us to live in harmony with

ourselves, with others, with the environment, and especially with Him,

the Holy One, Blessed be He. The only way we can do this is by learning

not to give false impressions and also by learning how to read others

correctly. May we all learn to do so so that harmony may come quickly

to this earth so the Mashiach will come in our day soon. .Amen.




